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Welcome to the Belmont BEE.

NUMBER ONE

This publication has been created by the S6 communication group who work tirelessly with Mr
Kerr from Modern Studies to collect news stories from around the school. They are regularly
published in the Ayrshire Post and other publications. Our new website will open in January
and you will be able to view all of their work there. We hope you enjoy this bumper first
edition!!

Meet our team—aren't we a terrific bunch!! A few are missing from this picture but you will
definitely be hearing more from us in the future.
Have a terrific Christmas and New Year from everyone at Belmont Academy.
#teamworkmakesthedreamwork @belmontacad01

STEM Activities

Geography Gallivanting

S2 Belmont Academy pupils attended the
Prestwick Airport STEM week. The event
gave the pupils the opportunity to speak to
various people from different STEM career
paths such as Spirit AeroSystems, Woodward, NATS and many more. There were also
various interactive activities for the pupils to
use as an insight into each career. The event
worked in partnership with Dumfries House,
Strathclyde University and Glasgow Science
Centre, who each set up a workshop for the
pupils to participate in. aspirations of a STEM
career in the future.

A group of Advanced Higher Geography
students from both Belmont Academy and Ayr
Academy spent two days at a local Outdoor
Centre; Dolphin House in grounds of Culzean
Castle. The pupils from both schools keenly
gathered fieldwork data, with interesting
statistics on the depth and width of the Ferly
burn near Ballantrae. This enabled them to
produce terrific reports for their Geography
courses. It was a very important experience for
the pupils as their report contributes to over two
thirds of their final grade. The pupils thoroughly
enjoyed their time at Dolphin House, loving
scenic views at the beach and other places. “I
really enjoyed the trip, and the staff were very
friendly too” a pupil said.

Golfing Success
Belmont pupils enjoyed success at the Ayrshire
schools golf competition. The tournament took
place at Seafield golf course with a large
turnout of around 50 school boys competing.
Belmont Pupils claimed three out of the top
four positions in the scratch and handicap
events with S6 pupil Sean Addie taking 2nd
place in the competition, S4 pupil Steel
Ferguson taking 2nd place in the handicap
competition, and Stewart Veitch in S5 took 1st
place. Sean said “It’s a good competition as it
gets more people involved in competitive golf,
I was happy with my performance and a
second place finish.”

Sporting Fete
Belmont Academy hosted its very own sports
fete, in which pupils could sign up for a wide
range of extracurricular sporting activities. The
sports leaders helped by encouraging the
pupils to sign up for multiple sporting teams.
There were separate football teams for both
boys and girls, with mixed teams for
basketball, volleyball, netball, and a great deal
more. The fete was a success with lots of
people getting involved.
Follow PE on twitter @Belmont_PEdept

Creative Carousel
Ayr College

at Coffee and Cake?

Senior Belmont Academy students from the
Art and Design department took part in a
“Creative Carousel” event at Ayrshire College
in June. This event was run by
Ayrshire
College, in collaboration with Glasgow School
of Art and the Royal Conservatoire and
included workshops in Sound Production,
Photography and Architecture. This was a
fantastic opportunity for students as it allowed
them to see possible courses, career options
and opportunities within the Arts.

In September our Travel and Tourism class
held a coffee morning to raise funds for
Macmillan Cancer Support.
Cakes were
delicious and all for a great cause!

Follow our Art Department on @belmontArt

Karate
Champion
Our very own Aidan took
part in European Karate
Championships held in
Romania.
He came home with
GOLD European Team
Champion
AND
European Individual Ippon
Bronze Medal winner. He
also recently won silver in
the
English
National
championships.

STEM Fest at UWS
20 S4 pupils participated in a Computing and
Engineering Festival at UWS. The day started
with a short lecture on how Robots can improve
our world followed by a showcase of project
work being carried out by current UWS students.
Pupils were given the opportunity to take part in
STEM related workshops to learn about topics
such as drones, cryptography and reusable
materials.

As well has serving up some tasty home baking
treats there were also exciting activities
including a “How Many Beans??” competition to
guess the amount of coffee beans in a jar and
was won by one of chemistry teachers.
Prizes were gratefully received from local
businesses, including Curry’s PC World, M&S
and Costa Coffee. The donations and funds
raised over £300, which will benefit the charity
greatly.

Mental Health Awareness Week—The Launch
of the Belmont Promise
Mental Health Awareness
Our school vision is:
“Belmont Academy is a nurturing learning environment which inspires every learner to reach
their potential.”
In providing a nurturing learning environment one of the barriers that we would like to remove is
the stigma associated with mental health. In an average classroom, three children will be
suffering from a diagnosable mental health condition. Sadly, every 90 minutes someone under
the age of 35 takes their own life and in Ayrshire recently there has been many schools and
families touched by suicide. We want to develop and implement practical, relevant and effective
mental health policies and procedures so that we can promote a safe and stable learning
environment for the many young people who attend Belmont Academy who are affected both
directly, and indirectly by mental ill health.
At our school, we have formed a mental health action group whose main aim is to promote
positive mental health for every member of our whole community. We will pursue this aim using
both universal, whole school approaches and specialised, targeted approaches aimed at vulnerable pupils.
We want to deliver a health and wellbeing strategy to:
Promote positive mental health in all staff and young people
Increase understanding and awareness of common mental health issues
Alert staff to early warning signs of mental ill health
Provide support to staff working with young people with mental health issues
Provide support to young people suffering mental ill health and their peers and parents/carers

Our Actions - Year One
Carry out an audit of how we teach about Mental Health (PSE)
Engage with partners/train staff to be able to effectively sign post our young people and families
to appropriate support
Train all staff to be able to look out for the warning signs which indicate a young person is experiencing mental health or emotional wellbeing issues – this will be supported by the NHS and the
Kris Boyd Charity
Working better with parents/carers to provide more all-round support.

Raise awareness of mental health through fundraising activities – first charity will be the Kris
Boyd Charity

The Launch Week was brilliant. It started with a
terrific FLASH MOB by our teachers led by the
very talented Miss MacMillan who with her
magical drummers, Mr Hardie and Mr Pringle
started a sing a long to the Greatest Showman
Song—This is ME.
Activities took place all week ably led by our S6
Leaders and our partners. It was so much fun
and we cannot wait for more of these types of
activities to happen regularly after Christmas.
We had Clubbercise, ULT CrossFit with
Personal Trainer Kieran Nisbet, A Daily Mile
walk or run with Mrs Glass and Mr Sinclair, Wing
Chun Fu with Mr McLean and Yoga Nidra and
Meditation. The Little Art School were also
present along with CLD who offered us cake and
a chat. A photo booth with props was also set up
in the main atrium at interval for all pupils to
participate in, followed by collection buckets for
donations for Kris Boyd’s Mental Health Charity.
Kris Boyd’s charity has been a big supporter of
Belmont Academy, offering our staff training and
our S6 in Calm Your Mind techniques.

Meet Erin and Mr Anderson! Erin won the
competition to design our new branding—The
Belmont Bee! This BEE will be appearing in
many places around Ayrshire, Scotland and
BEEYOND!!!
Our brilliant local Doctor Practice—Barnes
Medical will be wearing our BEE from the
new year as they will be joining forces with us
to promote the best mental health for our
pupils and staff. Staff all wear our logo and if
you see a staff member with a Gold Logo
then they have been trained in specific
mental and emotional health techniques such
as Mental Health First Aid and Sleep
Ambassadors.

BBC News Visit
S3 Geography pupils visited the BBC studios at
Pacific Quay in Glasgow. The pupils were given
a tour of the studios and later met with
Christopher Blanchett, one of the main
broadcasters for the BBC, who gave the pupils
a tour of the gallery where all of the weather
equipment is kept and operated. The pupils
then got to watch the news and weather

broadcast live and later had a chance to
meet the presenters and sit at the news
desk.

We think they could be the next big thing in
BBC broadcasting what do you think?

Law Talk
Former Belmont pupil, Keir Gilius visited the school to give an informative and interesting talk on
his career in Law. Around 30 pupils attended the talk, gaining an understanding in what a career
practising law is like. Useful information was given from his University days as President of the
University of Edinburgh Law Society. Furthermore, he gave an insight in his traineeship and life
at working as a solicitor, illustrating to the pupils how it is a rewarding and challenging career.
Thank you Keir for taking time out of your busy schedule to share your experiences with us.

STory Time with MP
Bill Grant
Bill Grant, the Member of Parliament for Ayr,
Carrick and Cumnock paid a visit to Belmont
Academy to speak to the S6 Higher Politics
pupils about his role as an M.P. The pupils
found the visit to be very informative as they
were given the chance to ask probing
questions about recent political events. Bill
Grant MP was very engaging and challenged
the pupil’s perceptions about politics and
some pre-conceived opinions on the
Conservative party. Some pupils were so
keen to find out more about the workings of
Parliament they continued to ask questions
even after the event.

Please note that we study Politics and this article
is not an indicator of views or opinion on any
party.

Ayrshire Schools Monster Mash
Belmont Academy hosted the Ayrshire Schools Halloween party for S6
pupils from Belmont, Ayr, Kyle, and Queen Margret academies. Belmont
went all out with a DJ, decorations and a photo booth that pupils took full
advantage of. There were many wild costumes, including an inflatable dinosaur, a group was dressed as deputy head teachers and even some
superheroes! The teachers who were helping to organise the event got in
on the fun sporting costumes from ‘Breaking Bad’ and ‘Star Wars’. The night was a success
with high attendance from all schools and a lively atmosphere.

Can you guess who these five handsome
chaps dressed up as???

Belmont Academy London Trip
Belmont Academy’s art department recently ran an excursion to London from the 5 th November
– 7th November. During this trip the group of S2-S5 pupils had the opportunity to visit the
Natural History Museum, V&A museum and Madame Tussauds. The group also got a glimpse
of the city when they visited the London Eye and travelled to the West End where they watched
the School of Rock. They dined out in restaurants such as Pizza Express and Planet
Hollywood.

A huge congratulations to Mia who won the
trip’s photography competition with the above
entry.
Follow our Art Department on twitter
@BelmontArt

Belmont Pupils Get Wii-athon!
Fired Up
Our
S6 pupils arranged
Over 100 S4 Belmont Academy attended the
inspirational “Fire Up Scotland” event at the
SSE Hydro in Glasgow. The event was
organised to inspire our young people,
through
motivational
speeches
about
overcoming adversity, being innovative and
trying your best at all times. The pupils got to
hear from many interesting speakers including
entrepreneurs who had created practical
fashion accessories, people who had created
their own businesses and those who had been
inspired by others. There was even the
chance for all who attended to get involved in
a record breaking magic trick! One pupil who
attended stated “It was very interesting,
enjoyable and motivating, it was really good to
hear how to stay and be positive to get where
you want to be in life”.

a Mario Kart
Wii-athon. The tournament was held during
lunchtimes throughout the week. There were
huge crowds who turned out in support of their
fellow pupils. All of this was in support of the
Kris Boyd Charity, providing assistance to
young people with mental health issues. To
take part students had to buy tickets for a
chance to be randomly chosen to compete.
The money from this is went to the charity.

Students were put head to head in groups of
four, with the pupils in 1st and 2nd places going
through to the following stages. The
competition ended in a tie, with pupils Calum
and Ryan at 28 points. A final race on the
iconic course Moo Moo Meadows decided the
winner, with Ryan overtaking Calum at the last
second.
The excitement was just too much to bear but
we know that this great event is going to be
happening again soon!!!!

Our fantastic trio gave a
passionate speech about
Toxic Masculinity. This was
incredibly moving and really
linked with our work with
promoting good and positive
mental and emotional health
in all of us. Our terrific trio
impressed our head teacher
Miss Stewart so much that
they have been asked to take
a leading role in delivering
our Prize Giving Ceremony in
June 2019.

Youth Speaks Competition
Belmont Academy hosted the Ayr and Alloway Rotary Club for the Senior Youth Speaks
competition. Ayr, Belmont, Kyle Academies all participated, with speeches on a range of topics
including Lad Culture and Feminism. The competition encompassed a two minute
introduction by a chairperson, a six minute main talk given by the main speaker, a question for the main
speaker given by, Rotary Club member, Mr Dickie and a final two minute vote of thanks. The
competition was very close and all of the speeches were professional and convincing but it
ended with Kyle being nominated to the next round by the Ayr Rotary Club and Belmont being
nominated by the Alloway Rotary Club. The finals will be in Glasgow in February.

Community Participation
Young people from Belmont Academy, who had participated in the community based football
leadership group with coaches from the Ayr United Football Academy, took part in a
celebration night at Lochside Community Centre to receive certificates for their efforts. Our
fabulous four have developed great leadership skills from the events and one of them told us
that they “ really enjoyed doing it, it was good getting involved”. A great message for everyone
#getinvolved

Art Exhibition
Belmont Academy’s Art and Design Department's
exhibition opened on the 20th of November. This
was a showcase of senior pupils' work ranging
from National 5, Higher, Advanced Higher Art and
Design folios and Higher Photography. This event
was well attended by pupils, parents, staff and the
local community.
In addition, keen Senior Art and Photography
students attended a study evening in order to help
complete work and to work on final outcomes. A
huge amount of students attended and to keep
their energy levels up pizzas were ordered!

In our next edition!
Our very own Mrs Gibson visited Tarbolton
Primary school and was blown away with the talent that she saw!!! Find out about her experience
with future artists in our next edition!

Belmont Christmas
Fair
Our Parent Council are very supportive of our
school.
They meet monthly on the last
Wednesday of the month and the chair of the
Parent Council is Mr Foster.
Can we first of all offer a huge thank you to
Mrs Cathcart who was the chair for many
years and to Mrs Lindsay who was the secretary. Both of these parents worked tirelessly
during their time in office to ensure the Parent
Council at Belmont Academy was a huge
success.
The Parent Council fundraise and have given
us so much over the years such as computers
and this year they have donated over £2000
which is being used towards improving our
seating areas in and out of the atrium.
Their organisation is second to none and this
was demonstrated by the fantastic Christmas
Fair.
There were a range of stalls and
activities on offer on a very cold and windy
night! Including a bottle stand, tombola, total
wipe out, game and a bungee run. There was
a ‘classrooms for Malawi’ stand which
Included a guess the birthday of the Elf game.
All proceeds raised contributed to building
classrooms in Malawi. There was a raffle at
the end of the night and the top prizes were
Beats headphones, a brand new watch. 6th
year enterprise also were selling their
products of candles and stationary.

Senior Christmas
Dance
The Senior Christmas dance for S5-S6 pupils
took place on Thursday the 14th of December.
The pupils took the opportunity to dress up
smartly to mark the occasion. The evening was
very well attended with the pupils keen to take
part in festive fun. There was live music and
classic dances such as the Virginia Reel, Gay
Gordons and the Canadian Barn Dance,
everybody got involved and enjoyed the night.
This night would not be possible with out the
staff who volunteer to give up their time to be
with us and for that we are truly thankful.
However, it would be remise in our reporting
duties if we did not give a massive shout out
and thank you to the energetic, nothing is problem PE STAFF. Without them our Samba’s
would just be BAH!

Yes!
That is our Mrs Flanagan with
a moonboot on!
Nothing stops our team!

Classrooms for
Malawi Fundraising
Belmont Academy S6 Pupils, Rebecca
Milligan, Alexandriah Govan and Alex
Breslin are preparing for an adventure of a
lifetime to go to Malawi to help build
classrooms with the charity Classrooms for
Malawi. In preparation for this they are trying
various different fundraising techniques in
order to raise funds for their trip. One of their
fundraising methods is guess the elf’s
birthday, this includes making a small
donation of 50p in order to try and guess the
elf’s birthday with the winner gaining a
special prize. Along with this they have
attended the Christmas fair where they have
set up stalls.

Ashleigh Building
project
S3 Design and Manufacture and Graphic
Communications pupils took part in an event
with Ashleigh Building Projects and Ayrshire
College. 12 pupils were selected to work in
teams and take part in a problem solving task.
During the experience the pupils had the
opportunity to visit Ashleigh Building Projects
site. They also had the opportunity to go to the
college and learn a variety of fields such as
brick laying, joinery and painting and decorating. At the end of the experience the pupils had
to present their site plans to the director of
Ashley Building Projects and our Director of
Education.
Our partnership with Ashleigh Construction is
so valuable to us as it offers us so many
opportunities and experiences. A big thank you
to all at Ashleigh for your support of Belmont
Academy

Bee Glam Beauty Bar
Our very own Developing Scotland’s Young Workforce,
Miss MacMillan has been working alongside Walter
Smith from the Princes Trust and DYW Ayrshire to
secure funding for a
number of projects. These
initiatives will offer alternatives to the traditional
qualifications and will widen opportunities for success to
all. Our first venture will open in January. It is our very
own professional beauty bar.

Gold!
We have been given recognition from
the Scottish Credit and Qualifications
Framework for our work in creating
engaging, meaningful and purposeful
pathways for pupils. Our staff teams
will continue to work to ensure that our
curriculum meets the needs of all of our
learners.

Still to come!!!
We hope that you have enjoyed our first edition.
We have so many amazing news stories to tell
you and we cannot wait to tell you the story behind some of these tweets!!!! Until next
time……….

